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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2955

State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By House Commttee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Representatives Hunter, Jarrett, Haigh, Cox, Tom Schual -Berke, Kagi

Qal I, Ruder man, Hunt , Sant os, Ar mst r ong, Ni xon, O Brien

Rockefell er, Edwards, Linville, Wallace, Conway and Morrell)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 10/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to creating a joint task force on K-12 finance;
creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that nore than a
quarter of a century has passed since the current school finance system
was first created, and that the challenges facing our schools and
students have grown and changed dramatically during that tine. The
| egi slature intends to exam ne the school finance systemto determ ne
whether it is appropriately linked to the demands of education reform
and to the goal of providing all children in the state the opportunity
to nmeet standards.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The joint task force on K-12 finance is
created to study the common school finance system and to devel op
alternative funding nodels for that finance system The alternatives
shall include one or nore nodels that can be fully funded within the
existing total federal, state, and local <capital and operating
expenditures for public schools and may include alternatives that
requi re new or additional funding.
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(2) The task force shall, at a m ni num

(a) Consider the constitutional and |egal requirenments underlying
the current finance system

(b) Conpare Washi ngton's comon school funding systemw th those in
other states that are beginning to link finance systens with education
reform and expected | evels of student achievenent;

(c) Design alternative comon school finance systens for Washi ngton
that reflect principles that include but need not be limted to the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The finance system should be aligned wth the policy
expectations and goal s established under education reform

(1i1) Funds should be distributed equitably so that all children
have the opportunity to nmeet the state's academ c standards and becone
prepared for postsecondary education, including career and technica
educat i on;

(ti1) Staffing should be recognized as a key conmponent of schoo
district costs, including the nunber of and conpensation for
certificated instructional staff, certificated admnistrative staff,
and classified staff;

(tv) Stable and predictable basic education funding should be
provi ded by the state to school districts;

(v) Local flexibility and choice in program delivery at the
district and school |evels should be enhanced;

(vi) The level of local funding beyond the state's basic education
all ocations should be determ ned by local districts and taxpayers; and

(vii) Accountability for taxpayers that focuses on levels of
student achi evenent shoul d be provided;

(d) Design one or nore alternative conpensation nodels that attract
and retain high performng teachers in all Washington schools and in
all academ c subject areas and, in addition, may do one or nore of the
fol | ow ng:

(i) Reward teachers for inproving their skills and knowl edge in a
manner that translates into i nproved student |earning; and

(11) Recognize regional cost-of-living differences as well as
recruitnment challenges facing rural schools and schools with large
nunbers of educationally di sadvantaged students; and

(e) Review the role of noncertificated staff and the appropriate
types of conpensation for these staff.
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(3) The task force shall consist of the foll ow ng nenbers:

(a) Four nenmbers fromthe house of representatives, two from each
maj or caucus, appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives;

(b) Four nenbers from the senate, two from each nmjor caucus,
appoi nted by the president of the senate;

(c) The superi nt endent of public I nstruction or t he
superintendent's desi gnee; and

(d) The governor or the governor's designee.

(4) The task force shall create an advisory commttee that includes
but need not be limted to: Educators, principals, admnistrators,
school directors, parents, educational service districts, organizations
representing enployers and enployees, the Gates foundation, and the
Uni versity of Washington center for reinventing education.

(5) The chair shall be appointed by the governor.

(6) The task force shall select the persons or entities to conduct
vari ous conponents of the study and shall approve the expenditure of
f unds.

(7) Appointnents to the task force shall be conpleted within thirty
days of the effective date of this section.

(8) The task force shall receive staff and |ogistical support from
the office of financial managenent, the office of the superintendent of
public instruction, the office of program research of the house of
representatives, and senate commttee services.

(9) Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be rei nbursed for
travel expenses as provided in RCW 44.04.120. O her nenbers of the
task force and the nenbers of the advisory commttee nay be rei nbursed
for travel expenses by the agencies or organizations that appointed or
nom nat ed t hem

(10) The task force shall report findings and recommendations to
the |l egislature by Cctober 1, 2006.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act expires June 30, 2007.

~-- END ---

p. 3 E2SHB 2955



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.

